The knowledge pyramid and it’s extension upward


There is a common concept within knowledge management and information science called the knowledge pyramid.  It identifies four layers of increasing sophistication in the manipulation of mental constructs.  These are often referred to as DIKW for Data, Information, Knowledge, and Wisdom.  Zeleny added the term “Enlightenment” to the top of the pyramid, abbreviated as “E.” in the diagram.  I would like to add a few footnotes to this body of work.
1. It is widely accepted that the transformation from data to knowledge is a filtering or selection.  It is also accepted that the transformation of information to knowledge is an act of putting different bits of information in logical context with one-another, such as in a taxonomy or a book.  Any linking information with stated relationships may qualify as creating knowledge.  The transformation from knowledge to wisdom carries with it lesser consensus.
2. Kurt Godel proved that no logically consistent model or set of statements can be all encompassing.  Therefore knowledge is constrained to domains. This is a surprising and little known discovery by a great mathematician who used logic to prove limits to logic.
3. Wisdom is said to be contained in poetry, expressed as parable in the Bible, expressed as fable in Aesop who used metaphor and simile, perhaps expressed in music or painting or sculpture as in art.  Wisdom perhaps transcends the limitations of knowledge and language by the use of these tools.

4. Enlightenment is even more removed from words and logic.  In the Bible God is said to be ineffable, not amenable to analysis.  In the Tao Te Ching the old master Lao Tzu describes the Tao as beyond words.  Similar thoughts exist in many other religions across the world.
Be careful of this knowledge above, and examine it carefully before you accept it!  The impact is significant!  Those who read the Bible or the Koran as literal truth and not parable, metaphor, simile have substituted inferior knowledge for the intended wisdom!  Science and technology, expressed in logical statements or mathematics (mathematics and logic are equivalent… see Bertrand Russell) will forever be encompassed within less precise art and religion.  Anyone claiming to translate the word of god received directly must be viewed within the limits of language and logic they express!
Good luck.  I hope this will serve the reader as a stepping stone to enlightenment.
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